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nothing to distort their features from the type. They give die
play its footing on the earth, for here at last are men as War-
wickshire has known them. Dull is twice-sod simplicity to the
life. Hoiofemes has all the attributes of his profession. He
seizes each mellowing occasion to patronise his fellows by a
display of learning, disgorging from the ventricle of memory
ill-digested grammatical scraps of his diet of ink and paper*
He has a genius for making his little learning go a long way:
a Latin phrase and a professionally dogmatic manner have
made him in his own locality the undisputed arbiter of poetry,
wit, and invention.

Nathaniel is a masterpiece in miniature. Every line expresses
both his native quality and his professional habit. He improves
every occasion by a thanksgiving in which the voice of die
curate appropriately phrases his pennyworth of gratitude for a
full stomach and a void mind. He has the art of accepting
benefits of patronage from his superiors in status or in learning
in such a way that the patron is gratified and the recipient
suffers no loss of prestige. I Ie snaps up a fine phrase for next
week's sermon. The man, and his calling, and his place both in
his congregation and amongst his associates, are all revealed in
his praise for Holofemes* "reasons at dinner0, I Ic is gratefuito
Holoferncs for the dinner; he is impressed by the schoolmaster's
superior intellect, and he pays his tribute in terms which have
just enough of admiring deference to please Holofcrncs, but
not so much as to deprive them of authoritative impressivcness
to the vulgar, and which yei have nothing at all in them more
substantial than platitudinous common-place.

But the most considerable character of them all is Costard,
the unlettered, small-knowing, blundering himL By sheer
lack of every rational gift, he is immune from diseases which
are epidemic in the play. Wit and words are not for him, un-
less, like spades and poles, they make for his immediate and
material welfare. If "remuneration" is three farthings, it is well
to have it, and its worth h just elevenpence farthing less than
that of "guerdon/* The wic which knocks a rival down is a